INTR ODUGTION

English theory held that country life was a whole-
-time job, as indeed it was, because in ancient times
the landed proprietor administered justice and the
poor law, and was, generally speaking, an unpaid
State official. What the Government said in effect
to these pioneers of the London Season was :

* Go back and get on with your work.'

An enormous change in social habits occurred
when Charles II was restored to the throne. He
had a reputation for gaiety which must have been
welcome after the prolonged weariness of the
Puritan Commonwealth, a period of repression
whose full horror can be only dimly imagined from
its survival, the British Sunday. At the Restora-
tion, therefore, thousands of noblemen and country
squires came up to London to watch the King
* enjoy his own again \ Some of them, I suppose,
enjoyed the sight so much that they never went
home.

Then London was destroyed by the Great Fire.
The new city began to spread out to the west. This
expansion went on during the following reigns.
Then came the Georgian age and the definite split
between the City and the West End. The gentle-
man of fashion appeared, tapping along St. James5-
street with an ebony cane. His grandfather had
been proud to enter business, but the e gentleman'
considered a merchant to be a vulgar person.
Younger sons no longer stained their hands in
commerce. There were plenty of wars in Europe to
occupy them.

So an entirely new class grew up within a stone's-
throw of St. James* Palace. There were coffee
houses, theatres, routs, pleasure gardens. Every-
body knew everybody within the narrow limits of
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